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THE NATIONAL MITIGATION FISHERIES COORDINATION ACT
(H.R. 2261)
REP. RICK CRAWFORD
SUMMARY
· The bill would formalize existing voluntary agreements between water development agencies and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to provide funding for mitigation hatcheries.
BACKGROUND
· The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has been providing mitigation hatchery services to water development agencies including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and Tennessee Valley Authority for decades.
· Over the last few years Fish & Wildlife has negotiated and entered into agreements with water development agencies to reimburse for the cost of providing mitigation services needed to replace fish stock destroyed by large water development projects.
· These agreements are short-term and voluntary, leading to uncertainty for the businesses that rely on the hatcheries, over $150 Million in economic impact from the two hatcheries operating in AR-01 alone.
· H.R. 2261 mimics very successful fishery mitigation programs in the West by requiring water development agencies to reimburse for the costs associated with fulfilling commitments the Federal Government made to states for the destructive affects constructing federal water development projects has had on local fisheries. 
· H.R. 2261 will provide long-term certainty to the communities and businesses that rely on the enormous economic impact the mitigation hatcheries bring, and encourage investment and expansion.
If you would like to become a co-sponsor, email Ted Verrill on my staff at: Ted.Verrill@mail.house.gov, or call (202) 225-4076.
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