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March 26, 2026
The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DelLauro
Chairman Ranking Member
House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
H-305, The Capitol 1036 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro,

I am requesting funding for the Steel Manufacturing Virtual Reality (VR) Laboratory in Fiscal
Year 2027. The entity to receive funding for this project is Arkansas Northeastern College
located at 2501 South Division Street, Blytheville, Arkansas 72315. The funding would be used
to establish a state-of-the-art simulation laboratory to replicate the extreme thermal environments
of an Electric Arc Furnace to support the training of new steelworkers. The laboratory will
ensure that trainees are exposed to the exact equipment and kinematic behaviors they will
encounter in regional mills and reduce the “time-to-floor” for new hires while increasing
workplace safety and proficiency. The project is an appropriate use of taxpayer funds because it
supports the nation’s largest steel-producing industrial cluster and the corresponding demand for
labor that currently exceeds traditional training capacity.

This project has a federal nexus because it is for the purposes authorized in 42 U.S.C. 5305(a)(2).

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate
family.

Sincerely,

s )
Rep. Eric A. “Rick” Crawford (AR-01)
Member of Congress



