@Congress of the Mnited States
Mashington, DC 20515

July 30, 2014

The Honorable Tom Vilsack The Honorable Michael Froman
Secretary of Agriculture Ambassador

U.S. Department of Agriculture U.S. Trade Representative

1400 Independence Ave. SW 600 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20250 Washington, DC 20508

Dear Secretary Vilsack and Ambassador Froman:

We are writing to you regarding the U.S. Mandatory Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) rule
and the impending compliance ruling by the World Trade Organization (WTO). Should the
WTO decide that this rule is in fact non-compliant with U.S. trade obligations involving our two
largest trading partners — Canada and Mexico — the impact of potential retaliatory actions poses a
significant risk to the American economy. In the event that the United States loses this dispute
settlement case, we request that you immediately rescind the May 24, 2013 final rule.

In the initial complaint brought against the United States by Canada and Mexico, the WTO
determined that the previous COOL rule was not compliant with WTO obligations. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) then attempted to bring the rule into compliance in the final
rule on May 24, 2013, but Canada and Mexico charged that this rule was, in fact, more restrictive
and would cause further harm to their industries. As a result, the governments of both Canada
and Mexico have made it clear that should the final rule remain in effect, they will impose harsh
trade retaliatory measures. Canada has already published a broad-based list of proposed
commodities and manufactured products from across the United States. Though Mexico has not
published its proposed list, we anticipate it will be just as broad as Canada’s.

We are aware that the WTO has recently issued a preliminary, confidential determination to the
parties, and that the final determination will be released to the public in the coming months.
Should the WTO rule against the United States, we request the Administration — specifically the
Secretary of Agriculture — rescind the final rule while Congress works to permanently resolve
this issue.

Thank you for your attention to this issue and we hope to work together to achieve a solution that
maintains a healthy relationship with our trading partners and protects the American economy.

Sincegely,

B il
JIMYOSTA  ° RICK CRAWFORD
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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